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Comparing the Proposed Park and Parkway Systems

In the autumn of 1894, after contracting several landscape
architect firms to survey the county, the Essex County Park
Commission looked over the draft proposals for the fledgling
county-wide park system. The suggested parks and parkways
demonstrated each firm’s priorities in terms of geographic location,
interconnectivity between parkways and trolley systems, and their
ambitions for how many parks the nation’s first county-wide system
would encompass.

The proposal drawn
up jointly by John
Bogart and Nathan
Barrett (shown on the
right) recommended
six parkways, four
that ran from east to
west and two from
north to south. Gray
and Blaisdell's plan
(see Issue 21), on the
other hand, had a
greater emphasis on
parks than parkways.
Unlike Bogart and
Barrett's, it included
neighborhood parks
and the area around
Weequahic Lake. Of
note is their proposed
location along Newark Bay near the present-day Port of Newark.
Known at the time as the Newark Meadows, it would have
consisted of shallow tidal wetlands.

A comparison of the two schemes shows similarities. The
southern division of Branch Brook Park was included in both
proposals, as were both Eagle Rock and South Mountain
Reservations. Both design teams proposed creation of a parkland
along the Passaic River; a park that would prove harder to achieve.

If given an 1894 map of Essex County, what locations would you
have proposed for our park and parkway system?
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